
POST C INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT 

Interviewee: Auralia Shalsagiani   

Aura is a student at Banjarmasin Vocational High School 4 and feels strongly about the issue of tobacco control 

within Banjarmasin. At the young age of 15 Aura is a member of the Banjarmasin student forum (Anak), whom 

recently encouraged rules and regulations about tobacco advertising in Banjarmasin by sending photos of all 

billboards and advertisements in the city to the governor with their opinions on the negative effects of these 

advertisements. Aura has also been a part of several workshops run by the Vital strategies team, aiming to help the 

environment and well being of the people of Banjarmasin.  

How old are you?  

A: 15 

Is it popular to smoke amongst your age group in Banjarmasin? 

A: Yes very popular, just for boys not for the girls.  

Why do you think it is popular?  

A: Because my friend trying to smoke the first time from 15 years old. Boys in Banjarmasin think it is cool, not all 

but many. Friends smoke so they are easily influenced and affected.  

At what age do you notice people start smoking?  

A: Maybe 13 people will try it, but many of my friends start to be a real smoker at 15.  

Do your family and friends smoke? 

A: My family doesn't smoke, except my grandpa. Most of my friends that are boys smoke.  

Why is smoking more popular amongst men in Banjarmasin?  

A: If a girl smokes it is seen as a big problem but if a boy smokes it is not a problem. It is ok for men to smoke 

because the people of Indonesia have the mindset that men have more freedom than women. Feminism is not 

popular here, just several people know of it. It is a new concept to the area.  

What do people think if they see a female smoking in public? 

A: They would say that I am a bad girl and that I don’t have any manners. It is personal whether people care about 

this being said to them or not, but most women will care. People care a lot more if you are wearing a hijab and you 

are smoking.   

How much money do you think people spend on smoking every week? 

A: I don’t know about everyone but my friends who are teenagers would buy 3 or more packets of cigarettes every 

week, costing them around 45 000- 85 000rp. We get around 20 000rp every day from our parents and some 

friends spend all this on a packet. If they don't have enough money they will all put in and share a packet, or buy 

them individually. It costs around 15000 for a packet now but the government have ideas to raise the price to 150 

000 so teenagers can no longer buy them, however the  government thinks of the tobacco farmers in Indonesia. 

The majority of people think the cons outweigh the pros and so the democracy doesn't allow it.   

How does it make you feel when you see people smoking?  

A: I feel that its not good to their health and everyone around them. The smoke disturbs everyone but we are too 

friendly to ask them to stop smoking in public as this would be seen as impolite.  



Do most people in Banjarmasin know that smoking has negative effects on your health?  

A: In Indonesia the cigarette packets have small health warning images in comparison to other countries. These 

images disturb me but I don’t think they effect smokers. Images allow people who can't read to understand that it 

is bad for their health. There are many public service announcements making statements about this issue but 

people still don't care. They can't smoke at school or whilst wearing a uniform.   

Every time I tell a smoker that it is bad for them, they reply "Merokok atau tidak merokok akan mati juga" 

(Smoking will die. Not smoking will die as well). This is a popular statement in Banjarmasin.  

How would you describe Banjarmasin without tobacco?  

A: Banjarmasin without cigarettes would be comfortable because there would be no second hand smoke and the 

city would be cleaner, with the elimination of polluted air and cigarette butts. Public health will also increase as 

there are no more smokers and the air is free from cigarette smoke. In Banjarmasin there are only a few areas 

without cigarettes so maybe we can expand the smoke free areas of the city. I also hope to create the rule of 

identity card checks so that children can not buy cigarettes.   

 


